SURVEYOR SAFETY 

The following list of websites and references was compiled by the Safety Committee of the Texas Society of Professional Surveyors between December 2007-July 2008.  The purpose of this information is to provide a central access point for members and firms to safety related topics and information.  It is the strong belief of the Safety Committee that all firms and employees should take safety seriously, and to devote adequate time, training, and resources to ensure that personnel understand the importance of safety issues both in the office and in the field.

In the end, we are all responsible for not only our own safety, but that of our co-workers and even the general public.  What better honor to receive than that of saving the life of a fellow human being, or assisting someone who needed help.

Firms should strongly consider implementing their own carefully crafted Safety Plan, for both office and field, and hold regular safety meetings to educate and inform employees of the importance of safety.

Safety Resources
http://www.redcross.org  Good source for First Aid, CPR, and AED training courses that can be tailored for your business and employees.  First Aid certifications are generally valid for a period of 2 years, while CPR and AED certifications are required on an annual basis.  Some TSPS Chapters have arranged for training on a Saturday.

http://osha.gov   The Department of Labor Occupational Safety and Health Administration is the federal organization overseeing workplace safety, and this link has many sources of information affecting surveyor safety issues, particularly as related to construction activities.
Survey Safety Resources
http://osha.gov   The Department of Labor Occupational Safety and Health Administration is the federal organization overseeing workplace safety, and this link has many sources of information affecting surveyor safety issues, particularly as related to construction activities.
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/surveyingandmapping/Safety.pdf   This is an excellent guide that covers many of the different survey safety scenarios encountered by a typical field crew.

http://www.dot.state.tx.us/publications/traffic.htm  This document has a lot of good information available, although it can be somewhat cumbersome to sort through.  The Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Devices should be required reading to all involved in roadway surveying operations, covering flagging activities and proper signage.  Failure to adhere to these guidelines can lead to potential liability, as well endangerment to workers and the travelling public.

Basic Safety Plan – Field 
Are all vehicles provided a copy of the Company Handbook, which includes a Safety Plan?  Is there a Traffic Plan available?  Many TxDOT Districts require a Traffic Plan when surveying within TxDOT right of way.
Are your crews equipped with cell phones to call 911 if there is an emergency?

In isolated areas, can crews direct rescue personnel to accident site?  Who is the client, and do they need to be notified of a situation on their property?
Are employees provided with basic safety equipment?
            --First Aid kit, flashlight, reflective safety vest, work gloves, traffic flares, fire extinguisher, blanket, water cooler

Are company vehicles equipped with properly working safety lights and appropriate safety/warning signs?

Where is the closest hospital/urgent care facility?

What is the contact Number for Police/Fire/Sheriff/DPS?

Basic Safety Plan – Office
Has one person been designated as the “Safety Person” that every employee knows they can go for answers to questions/resources/concerns?

Are all employees provided a copy of the Company Handbook, which includes Safety Plan?
Is there an Escape Plan in case of fire, tornado, or other emergency?  Is it posted?

Are there posted First Aid, CPR, Choking instructions?
Is there a fire extinguisher available, certified by the Fire Dept.?

Are regular (weekly, monthly, quarterly) meetings held to address safety issues?
